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the remainder of the country was set to a different tempo. Rapidly in-
dustry, transportation, and business developed elsewhere, accelerated by
periods of extravagantly optimistic speculation producing a more ma-
ture and diversified society. Not so in the South. Their attitude toward
the rest of the United States became increasingly colonial, like that of
the thirteen colonies toward the British government in the late eight-
eenth century. The South had a sense of being exploited, of being dis-
criminated against, not so much at any one time as in the future. Sub-
jugation had not happened, but it always might, particularly if
southerners were not able to maintain control of the federal government
to protect themselves.
It was this control of federal government which was at stake; north-
erners dominated by the metropolitan, the territorial, the New England,
and the antislavery attitudes were tireless in their efforts to deprive the
South of control, and they had the decennial census with them. The
speculative and industrial centers grew more and more impatient with
the obstructive tactics of southern politicians in matters financial and
economic. So often had their schemes been blocked by southern com-
mitteemen in Congress or by southern men in the executive offices. This
constant frustration was generating a power of attack that was likely
to blast away the existing controls and set up new devices. The conflict
between all these divisive attitudes boded ill for the permanence of the
Union.
V
Those who wished to heal the breaches in social and political coopera-
tion cut by the divisive attitudes cultivated three types of cohesive senti-
ment which they hoped might prevent the threatening clashes. Some
appealed to the rising nationalism which was becoming more closely
associated with the concepts of the Union and the power of the central
government. In the earlier years of the Republic this feeling of national
identity had been largely taken for granted; but there followed the
growth of the population, the addition of new states, and the consequent
expansion of the federal system. These developments emphasized anew
the existence of two powers, state and national; two complex loyalties